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Welcome to the launch issue of  
GardenEasy - GardenShop’s new and 
exciting ‘how-to’ gardening guide that quite 
simply, makes gardening really easy! This 
guide has been especially put together for 
novice gardeners and the not-so-green-
fingers. Of course, seasoned gardeners 
will also find it an extremely handy quick 
reference for essential gardening tasks 
and plantings too! It’s packed with simple, 
easy-to-follow, ‘how-to’ gardening basics 
– all of which means you can garden and 
shop with great confidence. Whatever 
horticultural mysteries may have baffled 
you in the past, GardenEasy will solve  
them all and give you peace of mind. 
Making your garden grow beautifully is now 
a cinch!

Happy Gardening!

The GardenShop Team

PO Box 70966, Bryanston, 2021
Contact Centre: 0861 G-A-R-D-E-N (427336) 
gardenshop.co.za
GardenEasy is published on behalf of GardenShop 
(Pty) Ltd by First Wave Media cc
firstwavemedia.co.za

Discover how 
easy seedlings 
are to plant.

welcome!

Editor:  Megan Slabbert
e-mail:  megan@gardenshop.co.za
Publisher:  First Wave Media cc
Tel: 011 516 9700
Fax:  011 516 9701
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4  Feeding Plants
 Once you know how, you’re a step 

closer to beautiful blooms!

6  Preparing soil
 Dig in and let GardenEasy show you 

the way to a healthy soil!

8  Containers
 Add container beauty to your 

garden.

10  hanging Baskets
 Hang in there and find out how to 

enjoy these garden favourites.

12  Beautiful Bulbs
 Don’t be intimidated! The secret to a 

kaleidoscope of graden colour in 4 
easy steps!
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Handy kitchen 
gardening hints 
and tips.
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Enjoy the interactive experience

to make gardening even easier we’ve created Youtube videos to show you 
exactly how things are done!  enjoy the interactive experience by download-
ing a suitable Qr reader for your smartphone and simply scan the Qr codes 
to view these videos on your mobile device.      
Check out our YouTube channel - GardenShopSA to view all our creative 
gardening ‘how-to’s’ online!   

14  Planting trees or shrubs
 Unearth all you need to grow your 

garden for the future.

22  essential organic  
garden Products

 GardenShop’s must-have guide!

24  indoor Plants
 Water your worries away and learn to 

keep your indoor plants alive.

26  the garden Floor
 From pebbles and pavers to lawns 

and plants, step into GardenShop 
and find all you need!

28  all a twitter
 Delightful products and quick care 

advice for our fine-feathered friends.

30  gardening Myths 
and Facts

 Strange but true? Or not! 
We dispel some myths 
and give you the facts.

Planting and 
growing beautiful 
roses made easy!
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You don’t have to be a plant masterchef as feeding your plants is not 
that complicated. GardenShop has grouped fertilisers into three groups 
according to the fertilising task at hand – lawns, fruit and flowers and 
planting. Choose the correct fertiliser by simply looking at the packaging. 
If you’re feeding flowers, look for a colourful bag that has flowers on it. 
Lawn fertiliser bags are usually green. It’s that easy.

Fertiliser manufacturers 
have combined the correct 
combination of nutrients to 
ensure optimum plant growth. 
GardenShop only stocks tried 
and trusted brands to make 
fertilising easy.    
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FaCtoids

Organic fertilisers do 
not burn so you’re 
safe if you have a 
heavy hand.

Organic fertilisers tend 
to smell, so hold off 
on inviting guests for 
a day or two.

4

FaCtoids

Scatter your fertiliser 
evenly don’t chuck it.

Fertilise when it’s 
raining and kill two 
birds with one stone.

Compost is not a 
fertiliser. Fertiliser is 
not compost!

How to feed your plants
Let’s start with the absolute basics. Just like people plants need food. 

So what do all the numbers mean? 

2:3:2 (14) sr

1st number (2) = Nitrogen: for greening

2nd number (3) = Phosphate: for roots

3rd number (2) = Potassium: for flowers 

number in brackets (14) = Actual 
percenta ge of fertiliser in the bag

sr = Slow Releasing

Granular fertilisers

Granular fertilisers break down in the soil making nutrients 
available to the plant. Some fertilisers are slow releasing (SR) 
where nutrients are released over a prolonged period but the 
general rule is to fertilise every 4 - 6 weeks, during the active 
growing seasons (spring to autumn). Stick to the recommended 
dosage rates and always water your fertiliser in, to avoid 
chemical burn to roots and leaves.
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Liquid fertilisers – foliar feeding

Liquid fertiliser is similar to dissolved aspirin.  
Nutrients are readily available in an absorbable form. Liquid fertilisers usually contain trace 
elements which are vitamins for plants – nutrients required in very small quantities for overall 
plant health. 

1 Dilute with water according to the 
recommended dilution rates in a 
watering can.

2 Drench your plant around 
the roots.

3 Use the same mixture in 
a spray bottle and spritz the 
leaves. Plants absorb nutrients 
through their leaves too!

If you have doubts about which fertilisers 
to purchase chat to the lovely people at 
gardenshop’s information Centres and 
they will advise you on which fertiliser is 
best for your garden task.

You will need:
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<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video

How to prepare soil for planting 
A healthy plant starts with healthy soil so don’t take shortcuts when it comes to soil 
preparation. A plant cannot survive in dirt as most plants require loamy soil – rich and 
crumbly, dark and lovely, nutritious brown goodness.

1 Remove large rocks, 
stones and building rubble 
as you turn the soil – you 
thought they took it all away!

4 Work in Bonemeal or 
Superphosphate – a small 
handful per m2. This stuff 
helps with root development.

2 Compost improves soil 
structure. Dig in lots of it, the 
more the better! Put your 
back into it working it in to at 
least 30cm.

5 You are now ready to 
plant just about anything! 

3 Work in generous handfuls 
of an organic fertiliser - about 
a handful per m2.

FaCtoid
Dogs love bones and 
Bonemeal is basically 
crushed bones! 
Trust us, rather use 
Superphosphate. 

You will need:

or
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<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video

 HOW TO PLANT

How to plant seedlings 

FaCtoids
The best time to plant 
seedlings is during the 
cooler hours of the day.

Most seedlings provide 
seasonal colour and 
then they die - we call 
these Annuals.

FaCtoid

Foliar feed with a 
liquid fertiliser every 
4 weeks. For 
best results 
use Multifeed 
Flowergro.

1 Prepare your soil for 
planting with compost, 
Bonemeal or Superphosphate 
and a suitable flowering 
fertiliser like Talborne’s 
Organic Seedling Food.

4 Plant your seedlings at the 
same depth as they were in 
their seedling trays without 
burying the stems, gently 
firming the soil around the roots.

2 Pop seedlings out from 
their cavity trays by gently 
pushing the plant from the 
bottom using a stick or 
pencil. Don’t yank them out 
by their stems!

5 Water well with a fine 
rose sprayer to avoid soil 
washing off the roots.

3 Place them on top of the 
soil taking care to measure 
a suitable distance between 
each seedling. Don’t be stingy 
planting them too far apart or 
too impatient planting them too 
close together. A garden grows!

You will need:

Oh the joys of seedlings, the pretties of the garden! You’ll be tantalized 
by an array of seedling colour at GardenShop, where floods of flowering 
favourites pour in to celebrate the season in every colour, shape and form. 
Avoid the fruit-salad-garden-look by planting with a colour scheme in mind. 
This is much harder than you think and requires serious self-discipline.

or
needs to be 
deepetched



How to plant up a container 

FaCtoid

Nutrients are washed 
out every time you 
water. Foliar feed 
container plants every 
2 to 4 weeks.

8

Planted 
containers add 

interest to the garden and 
at GardenShop you’re spoilt for 

choice with a wide selection of local and 
imported containers in a variety of styles, 

shapes and finishes. Make a statement by 
using pots and containers in pairs or group 

them in odd numbers. Bear in mind that 
anything can be used as a container provided 

it has sufficient drainage holes.  
So tins, old shoes, suitcases  
and teapots are also options  

if that’s your eclectic  
garden style. 



You will need:

or

1 Select your container making 
sure there is sufficient drainage.

4 Add or remove potting soil 
until the base of the stem sits 
about 2cm below the lip of the 
container.

2 Fill 2/3 of the container with 
potting soil and compact lightly.

5 Fill up the remainder of the container 
with a soil mix of potting soil, 1/3 of a 
cup of fertiliser and 1/3 cup of Bonemeal 
or Superphosphate.

6 Finish off with watering.

3 Remove the plant from its 
pot, loosen the roots lightly and 
place it in the container.

GardenEasy 9

FaCtoids

Containers can get 
extremely hot if placed 
in a very sunny position 
like a hot driveway. 
Line the inside of 
your containers 
with polystyrene or 
newspaper to keep soil 
temperatures cool and 
mulch on top of the soil 
with bark chips.

It’s not necessary 
to use gravel at the 
bottom of containers 
unless there are 
insufficient drainage 
holes. Good potting soil 
is free draining.

Containers dry out 
quickly and require 
regular watering. Do 
the finger test! Dig your 
finger into the top 5cm, 
if the soil is moist hold 
off on watering for a 
day or two.

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video

 HOW TO PLANT
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How to plant up a Hanging Basket

FaCtoids

Hanging baskets do 
better in a position 
that offers some 
relief from our harsh 
sunlight. Hanging 
baskets require 
watering almost  
every day.

As with container 
plants, foliar feed your 
hanging baskets every 
2 to 4 weeks with 
Multifeed 
Flowergro.

1 2

3 4 5

Our climate isn’t very conducive to the floriferous and 
cascading Spanish courtyard you envisage for your patio. 
However the trick to growing gorgeous hanging baskets 
is correct soil preparation, regular watering and feeding, 
good positioning, constant deadheading and to cram 
your basket full of plants! 

Favourite
trailing Plants5 

1  Ivy geraniums 
2  Calibrochoa
3  Bacopa 
4  Lobelia
5  Plectranthus
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 HOW TO PLANT

You will need:

1 Remove the chains from 
your empty hanging basket.

4 Remove your plants from 
their containers and place 
your larger growing plants in 
the centre and your smaller 
growing plants to the edge of 
the basket.

2 Prepare your planting mix in 
a bucket by mixing potting soil 
with 1/3 cup of flowering fertiliser 
and 1/3 cup of Bonemeal 
or Superphosphate. Add a 
tablespoon of soil moisturising 
granules.

5 Top up the basket with 
your planting mix, filling in 
the gaps, but ensure you 
don’t bury the stems.

6 Re-attach the chains 
and hang your basket 
before watering.

3 Fill 2/3 of the hanging basket 
with your planting mix and 
compact lightly.

If time is an issue, buy a planted up hanging basket 
from GardenShop. We’ve done all the hard work for 
you. Simply hang it up and enjoy!

or

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video



 
FaCtoid

Cut back the leaves of 
spent bulbs 6 weeks 
after they’ve finished 
flowering. This is long 
enough for the bulb 
to store up enough 
energy for the following 
flowering season.

How to plant Bulbs
There is something quite magical about 
growing bulbs. A brown looking ball is buried 
under the soil and just when you’ve forgotten 
about it, life peeks through the soil, as fleshy 
green leaves send up a budded stem ready to 
burst into flowering magnificence! 

GardenShop aligns itself with Hadeco, the 
largest supplier of quality bulbs in South Africa. 
With their easy to understand care and planting 
instructions, growing bulbs has become far 
less intimidating and suddenly the picture of 
Sparaxis is far more appealing than its scary 
botanical name.    

12

 Freesia  Paperwhite ranunculus ixias watsonia 
  daffodils

Favourite 
sPring 
Flowering 
Bulbs5 
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FaCtoid
Which way is up? The 
pointed end of the 
bulb should always 
be planted facing 
upwards. If it’s difficult 
to tell, plant your bulb 
sideways – Mother 
Nature is a pretty 
intelligent lady.

 HOW TO PLANT

You will need:

1 Prepare your soil for 
planting with compost, 
Bonemeal or Superphosphate 
and Hadeco Flower Bulb 
Food Fertiliser (50g per m2).

3 Cover with soil firming gently.2 Plant your bulbs according 
to their recommended position, 
depth and spacing.

4 Water well! Deep watering is 
the most important factor when 
it comes to succeeding with 
bulbs. A light daily sprinkling from 
your irrigation system is actually 
useless - water has to reach the 
roots.

or

Favourite suMMer Flowering Bulbs5 

 dahlias gladioli  amaryllis 

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video

Coloured
arums

nerine



How to plant a tree (or shrub) 
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Too often people choose the wrong tree for the right position and 
vice versa. So before planting a tree do your homework. How big 
will it get? Are the roots aggressive? Is it evergreen or deciduous? 
Does it produce fruit? What is the tree’s natural shape?  Will it 
attract birds? Are you tired of seeing your neighbours? Chat to 
GardenShop’s friendly Information Centre staff to help you make the 
correct decision – you are planting a tree for the future. 

• Pompom Tree 
• Lavender Tree 
• Tarwood 
• Leopard Tree

• Silver Birch

Favourite trees 
for small gardens5 

Trees benefit from 
deep watering. 
Encourage roots to 
grow down instead of 
lifting your paving by 
running your hosepipe 
gently for 10 minutes 
in the basin. Do this 
once or twice a week 
during the active 
growing season.

Young trees should 
be staked for the first 
year or two and then 
the stake should be 
removed to allow the 
tree to strengthen due 
to swaying a little in 
the wind.

FaCtoids
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or

4 Lift the tree out of the hole. 
Gently remove it from its bag 
and loosen the roots lightly.

2 Mix generous amounts of 
compost to the excavated 
soil and add a handful of 
Superphosphate or Bonemeal 
and a handful of 2:3:2 fertiliser. 

5 Place the tree in its hole 
and backfill with the soil mix.

6  Firm the soil around the 
tree, creating a basin and 
water well.

7 Stake the tree by attaching  
tree ties and finish off by mulching 
the basin with bark chips.

3 Place the tree in its planting 
bag, in the hole and check the 
depth - adding or removing 
soil. The soil in the planting 
bag should be level with the 
surrounding ground.

1 Dig a hole twice the size 
and depth of the planting bag 
placing the excavated soil to 
one side.

 HOW TO PLANT

You will need:

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video

FaCtoid
The best time to plant  
a tree was 10 years 
ago. The next best time 
is today!
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Roses 
In recent years we’ve seen a rose revival. Roses were once considered to be very technical - the 
dreaded pruning season, the stringent feeding program and constant chemical spraying. And 
as a new gardener you were probably second guessing yourself: ‘am I doing everything right?’

Many new releases have added to the rose revival, bred to be more floriferous, vigorous and 
disease resistant. As South Africans we love our roses and have celebrated our country’s 
society, from Madiba to Joan Brickhill by naming roses in their honour. 

How to plant a rose    
Healthy roses require 5-6 hours of direct sunlight every day. A shady spot will produce weak 
and leafy, lanky plants with excuses for a flower.

You will need:

1 Dig a hole twice the size 
and depth of the rose bag, 
placing the excavated soil to 
one side.

4 Backfill the hole with the soil 
mix, firming it to create a basin 
and water well.

2 Add 1/2 bag of compost, 
a handful of rose fertiliser 
and a handful of Bonemeal 
or Superphosphate to the 
excavated soil and mix well. 
Take half the mixture and place 
it back into the hole.

5 Finish off by mulching the 
basin with bark chips.

3 Gently remove the rose 
from its planting bag and 
place it in the hole - adding or 
removing soil. The rose should 
be planted at the same level as 
the soil in its planting bag.

or

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video
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How to prune and spray a rose    
Rose pruning is traditionally from July to early August – save it 
in your Google calendar.

FaCtoid
If a planted rose dies 
and you want to 
replace it with another 
– remove the soil in 
that area and replace 
with fresh soil.

1 With a sharp clean pair of 
secateurs approach the rose 
bush without fear or intimidation.

4 Unless the wounds are 
larger than your little finger 
allow them to seal themselves. 
Apply a sealant to larger 
wounds to prevent infection. 

2 Cut the whole bush down 
by 2/3.

5 Lastly spray your pruned 
rose bush and the surrounding 
soil with Oleum. This is done 
in order kill all unhatched 
‘goggos’ and fungus around 
the plant. Mix according to 
recommended dilution rates 
and thoroughly coat the plant.

3 Prune with this philosophy 
in mind: can the butterflies 
fly in between the branches?   
Start by cutting out all older 
branches at their base, then 
all dead and weak looking 
stems and any branches that 
criss-cross. Don’t worry about 
being ‘horticulturally correct’ in 
your pruning methods – it’s the 
biggest gardening fallacy!

You will need:

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video



1 Apply the recommended 
dosage rate of granular rose 
fertiliser around the basin of the 
rose bush and water in well.

2 Once the new buds start to 
form apply again and thereafter 
every 6 weeks.

General rose care of  
pests and diseases

Rosecare is a chemical 
cocktail that kills pests 
and diseases that are 
most common to roses. 
With one product you’re 
able to control 
most infestations. 
However for an 
organic approach 
to pest and disease 
control, have a look 
at GardenShop’s 
Essential Organic 
Garden Products on 
page 22.

18

FaCtoid
To boost flowering, 
alternate your 
monthly feeding 
with a foliar 
feed such as 
Multifeed 
Flowergro. 

How to feed roses

Feeding normally starts 
once roses have been 
pruned. Use any of these 
granular rose fertilisers.



1   Iceberg
2   Simplicity 
3   South Africa 
4   Satchmo
5   Germiston Gold 
6   Double Delight
7   Just Joey 
8   My Granny 
9   Deloitte en Touche
10   Ester Geldenhuys

GardenEasy 19

1 2

3 4

5 6 7

8 9 10

Favourite 
roses10 
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The Kitchen Garden 
 

GardenShop’s 
extensive selection of 

seasonal herbs and vegetables, 
fruits and berries will have any 

gardener excited about growing their own 
food. And judging by the cost of lettuce these 

days it’s not such a crazy idea! 

The kitchen garden requires a sunny position 
as sunlight is essential for bringing out oils and 

flavours and if you’re limited for space then 
plant in containers. Follow the  

‘how-to’ guides for soil preparation  
and plantings and start your 

organic kitchen garden 
today! 
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Try planting with winning combinations of 
great garden companions. Companion 
plants help each other grow, use garden 
space efficiently, prevent pest problems 
and attract beneficial insects. Here’s a few 
to get you started. Plant …

Basil with tomatoes.

Lettuce with carrots.   •  Carrots with chives.

Dill with cabbage.

Radishes with spinach.

Broccoli with rosemary.

FaCtoid
If the bug has bitten 
and you’re serious 
about growing 
organic herbs 
and vegetables, 
GardenShop HIGHLY 
recommends South 
African organic 
gardening enthusiast 
Jane Griffith’s  
book – Jane’s 
Delicious Garden. 
Available at all 
GardenShop stores.

Oregano with all vegetables.



FaCtoid

Not sure what’s 
plaguing your plant? 
Bring in a leaf sample 
and we’ll help identify 
the problem and give 
you a suitable solution.

22

GardenShop’s Essential  
Organic Garden Products 

Copper Count-N  

A fungicide that 
controls many 
common plant 
diseases.

Margaret 
Roberts Organic 
Fungicide  

A fungicide for the 
prevention and 
cure of various 
plant diseases.

Ludwig’s Insect Spray +  

A broadspectrum insecticide 
that controls most common 
garden pests. Use on 
heavier infestations.

Margaret Roberts 
Organic Insecticide 

A broadspectrum 
insecticide with repelling 
action. Use on light 
infestations.

Organic fungicides

Organic pesticides

Armed with these essential organic garden products 
you can feed and spray your garden safely and 
combat most pests and diseases organically. We 
love these products and recommend that you have 
a good selection of them throughout the year.

Margaret Roberts 
Biological Caterpillar 
Insecticide 

A biological insecticide for 
the control of leaf eating 
caterpillar larvae. 
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For fruit and flowers
1 Talborne Vita-Veg 6:3:4 (16)  

Vegetable & Herb Fertiliser.
2 Talborne Vita-Fruit & Flower 3:1:5 (18) 

Fruit & Flower Fertiliser.

For lawns
3 Talborne Vita-Green 5:1:5 (16)  

Lawn & Foliage Fertiliser.
4 Bio Ganic for Lawns 

A pelleted waterwise fertiliser.

For general feeding and soil 
preparation
5 Talborne Vita-Grow 2:3:2 (16)  

General Garden Fertiliser.
6 Bio Ganic All Purpose A pelleted 

fertiliser that can be used on absolutely 
everything.

7 Bio Ocean A pelleted fish and seaweed 
organic tonic that strengthens plants 
against pests and diseases.

8 Seagrow A nutritious fish emulsion  
liquid fertiliser suitable for all plants 
especially those in containers.

9 Nitrosol A tried and trusted organic 
liquid fertiliser suitable for all plants.

10 Margaret Roberts Organic 
Supercharger A water soluble  
organic liquid fertiliser suitable for all 
plants to obtain optimum plant growth.

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8 9 10

Organic granular fertilisers

Organic liquid fertilisers
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LIGHT does not refer to sunlight but rather the brightness of an area. Is the area high light, 
medium light or low light? Bathrooms tend to be low light rooms while living rooms are 
usually high light areas.   

AIR CIRCuLATION has an effect on moisture. A draft from an open window or an air-
conditioned office will dry out indoor plants. A stuffy corner is also not ideal as it provides 
the perfect environment for pest infestations.  

WATERING is based on the above two factors as well as the time of year. Do the finger 
test! Insert your finger into the soil and if the top 5cm is dry then you need to water. Don’t 
let your indoor plants stand in water as this causes rotting.

FEEd your indoor plants once a month with a liquid fertiliser while inspecting your plant for 
dead and yellowing leaves, dust and infections. Infections normally arise when there is in  
an imbalance of the above factors. 

If all else fails fake it! GardenShop has suitable silk plants, flower stems and vase 
arrangements that will have even the most discerning eye second guessing.

Indoor Plants 
If you can keep a house plant alive you’re ready  
for pets or even a baby. There are four factors  
you need to consider when it comes to indoor 
plants - light, air circulation, watering and feeding.

FaCtoid
Drowning in love. 
People normally kill 
indoor plants by 
over-watering.

1 2
3 45

6 78

High Light Indoor Plants Sanservieria (1),  
Codiaeum (2)

Medium Light Indoor Plants Asplenium 
(3), Nephrolepsis (4), Anthurium (5)

Low light Indoor Plants Aspidistra (6), 
Spathiphyllum (7), Aglaonema (8)
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1 Leave your Phalaenopsis in 
its clear plastic container and 
place it in a bright room out of 
direct sunlight.

2 Pop it in a cover pot and 
dress with moss around the 
leaves if you wish.

4 Don’t let your Phalaenopsis 
sit in water. Empty out any 
excess water in your cover pot.

6 Foliar feed by spraying and 
watering once a month with 
orchid liquid fertiliser.

3 Phalaenopsis don’t like a 
lot of water. Run water through 
the plastic container for one 
minute to wet the orchid mix 
but avoid wetting the leaves. 
Only water again once the 
orchid mix has completely 
dried out.

5 Spritz the leaves regularly 
with water as they enjoy humid 
conditions.

7 Once your orchid has 
finished flowering cut the stem 
just below the flowers, continue 
feeding and expect your next 
flowers in 3 to 4 months.

<<  
scan here  
to watch  
the video

Phalaenopsis (Moth 
Orchid) is GardenShop’s  
best seller!

Phalaenopsis flowers 
last up to 3 months 
making them better 
than any bunch  
of flowers.

Try one you won’t be 
disappointed!

FaCtoids

You will need:

QuICK CARE Phalaenopsis (Moth Orchid)



The Garden Floor 
In our Garden Floor department you’ll find everything you need 
to create and cover the ‘floor’ of your garden, from suitable 
plants and ground covers to stepping stones, pebbles and 
gravels. GardenShop has all the material – now you need to 
do the math. To make gardening easier we’ve summarised 
common calculations so you can plan and budget for all your 
weekend garden projects.

Pebbles and gravels are generally sold in 20kg bags 
• 4 bags of pebbles cover 1m2.
• 3 bags of gravel cover 1m2.
• 50 bags = 1 ton - this is not a suitable to load in the  

average motor vehicle.

1 square 
meter is 

1m x 1m   
let’s just get 
that right!

Garden pavers
• Area = length x breadth (in case you forgot). 
• Area to cover / Area of 1 garden paver = number of 

pavers to purchase.

Lawn dressing is sold by volume in 30dm3 
(decimetre cubed) bags 
• 1 bag of lawn dressing covers 4m2.
• 33 bags = 1m3.
• Area of lawn / 4 = number of bags of lawn 

dressing to purchase.
• The average car boot will fit 12 bags of lawn 

dressing /compost /potting soil.

don’t stress if you’ve just 
washed your car - GardenShop 

offers a delivery service.

26
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In our years of garden retail experience GardenShop 
has concluded that lawn care is a man thing. For some 
reason men have made it their duty to attain manicured 
green perfection. A spring lawn treatment is essential.

• During August and September rake your lawn 
vigorously with a metal tooth rake to remove the 
old grass and to loosen the soil.

• Cut your lawn as short as possible (only 
necessary every second year).

• Fertilise with a granular lawn fertiliser according 
the recommended rate per 100m2 and water the 
area well.

• Apply a thin layer of lawn dressing 
(only necessary every second year).

• L.A.N can be applied in October. 
This is basically pure greening 
stuff and it’s potent! Follow the 
recommended rate of 45g per m2 
and water in very well! 

• Water regularly through the warmer months and 
cut down considerably from autumn through winter.

Bio Ganic for Lawns and Wonder 
Vitaliser Lawn and Leaf.

Shade Over, Shade Master, LM Grass.
Lawns suitBaBLe For shade

suitaBLe Lawn FertiLisers

QuICK CARE Kikuyu lawns
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Birding 
Urbanisation is making it harder and harder for our feathered friends 
to find food and nesting materials, making them more and more reliant 
on us for their survival. During autumn and winter birdie energy levels 
need to be maintained and little bodies kept warm at night, while 
spring and summer bring the breeding season with nests to make and 
double the amount of beaks to feed. 
GardenShop stocks an exquisite range of local and imported quality bird feeders and 
nesting options as well as scrumptious food sources that are high in fat and protein.  
Our bird feeds include seed, peanuts, suet, nectar sugars, meal worms and bird pudding. 
With a variety of bird feeders in your garden, you’ll attract a variety of birds. 

QuICK CARE Bird Feeders
• Hang your bird feeder in a tree or high bush as birds like to feel safe from predators like 

dogs and cats.
• Wash your feeders on a regular basis with a mild detergent and dry them before use - 

moist food will ferment which is unhealthy for birds.
• Nectar feeders should be hung in the shade to prevent fermentation of the sugar mix too. 
• Pop a bird bath in the area as birds like to clean themselves – lots of fun to watch!
• Create a good routine, feeding your birds around the same time every day so they’ll know 

when to visit your garden.
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FaCtoid

Sisal NESTING LOGS 
attract birds like 
Barbets, Hoopoes, 
Woodpeckers and 
Wrynecks. Don’t worry 
where the sun sets and 
rises or at what angle 
the planet is spinning. 
Simply hang your 
nesting log upright 
2 - 4m off the ground 
in a quiet corner of 
the garden. The hole 

should sit 
to the top 
and face 
out of the 
prominent 

direction of 
the rain. 

FaCtoid

Buying an OWL BOx 
won’t invite an owl. 
Owls need to be 
active in your area 
for them to take up 
an artificial nest box. 
Firmly attach your 
owl box to a shaded 
tree trunk or wall, in a 
quiet position that is 
away from human and 
pet disturbance. Barn 
Owls, African Wood-
Owls, Pearl-spotted 
Owlets, African Scops-
Owls and Spotted 
Eagle-Owls will use 
an artificial nest box. 
Keep an eye on small 
pets as owls are known 
to attack them and 
avoid using harmful 
pesticides to control 
rodents and insects in 
your garden.

<<  
scan here  
for 12 bird 
profiles
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Garden Myths and Facts 
GardenEasy lays down the facts and dispels common myths and 
urban gardening legends!

M  Broken egg shells deter snails from eating new juicy seedlings.

F In the evolution of the mollusc they have had to travel on much rougher surfaces than 
egg shells.

M  Naked seed sowing.

F 19th Century gardening books suggested that gardeners remove the seed casing from 
seeds before sowing them. Not only is this indicative of a time before TV, when time 
was free but also horticultarlly unwise. The seed coat allows enough water, air, light and 
nutrients into the seed to allow for germination. At the same time it protects the seed 
from pathogens and other environmental stresses.

M  Knock nails into lemon trees or bury tins, nails or bits of 
steel under citrus.

F The theory is that the iron makes the tree’s fruit taste more 
lemony. Citrus, like most plants, do like a slightly more acid 
soil. This allows them to take up the nutrients they need more 
efficiently. Rather apply a dressing of Iron Chelate every 3 months.  

M  Add lime or course sand to break up clay soils.

F There is evidently no scientific proof to bear this out. The 
only way to improve clay soils is to add copious amounts 
of compost to it and to do so as often as possible.

M  Epsom salts as a garden cure all.

F Gardeners have an almost religious belief that Epsom 
salts (magnesium sulphate) will cure every ailment under 
the sun. Unfortunately it will only help for magnesium 
deficiencies in the soil. However, Epsom salts do allow  
for better nutrient uptake which does make for overall  
healthier plants.
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M  Watering plants at midday is 
bad because it leads to leaf 
burn. The water droplets on 
the leaves will magnify the 
sunlight like a lens and cause 
the leaf tissue to burn.

F Could this happen? The myth is 
there to encourage good watering 
practices and water conservation. 
If your plants are however showing 
signs of water stress at midday, 
water them around their roots if 
you’re scared of burns. This is 
better than waiting till the evening 
which is not a good watering time 
in any case.

M  Feed, feed and feed some more.

F If you over feed a plant it may burn the plant and 
contaminate the soil. Feeding should be done every  
4 to 6 weeks.

M  drought tolerant plants don’t need watering.

F All plants need to be watered to become established. After 
the first year they will survive without supplement watering 
during the rainy season.

M  Plants love music.

F The theory is that vibrations sent out by sound waves help to aerate soil around 
roots. There is no evidence to support this happy ideal.



ContaCt Centre

0861 g-a-r-d-e-n (427336)
gardenshop.co.za

gardenshop Broadacres
Broadacres Lifestyle Centre
Cnr Cedar & Valley Roads, Broadacres
Tel:  011 465 4216
Fax:  011 467 1309
info.bds@gardenshop.co.za
Co-ordinates 26° 00′ 02″ S / 27° 58′ 56″ E

gardenshop Bryanston
Cnr Main Road & Halifax Street, Bryanston
Tel:  011 463 5773
Fax:  011 463 5775
info.btn@gardenshop.co.za
Co-ordinates 26° 04′ 31″ S / 28° 00′ 47″ E

gardenshop edenvale
Stoneridge Shopping Centre
Cnr Modderfontein & Hereford Roads, Edenvale
Tel: 011 524 0257
Fax:  011 524 0617
info.edv@gardenshop.co.za
Co-ordinates 26° 06′ 56. 88” S / 28° 08′ 42. 73” E

gardenshop FloraFarm
11 North Rand Road, Boksburg
Tel: 011 894 2377/8
Fax: 011 918 5852
info.ff@gardenshop.co.za
Co-ordinates 26° 10’ 42.95” S / 28° 15’ 12.04” E

gardenshop Menlo Park
Cnr Mackenzie & 13th Streets, Menlo Park
Tel:  012 460 5137
Fax:  012 460 4725
info.mlo@gardenshop.co.za
Co-ordinates 25° 46′ 09″ S / 28° 15′ 29″ E

gardenshop Parktown north
Cnr Jan Smuts Avenue & Chester Road,  
Parktown North
Tel:  011 447 2368
Fax:  011 880 1640
info.ptn@gardenshop.co.za
Co-ordinates 26° 08′ 55″ S / 28° 08′ 03″ E


