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Roses have a variety of uses and there will always be
the perfect rose to fill that special spot. Roses are
available in bushes, climbers, standards,
groundcovers, English and miniatures. They need full
sun - at least 6 hours of direct sunlight per day. As
well as growing out in the garden, they can also be
grown in containers. They require a well-drained soil
that has been enriched with compost.

Dig a good size hole (50cm x 50xm x s0cm).

Place the excavated soil to one side. To this add 1/2
a bag of compost, a good handful of 2:3:2 and
superphosphate to the soil. Mix this in well and shovel
about half of this back into the hole. Place the rose
into the hole and check the soil level. Add or remove
soil as necessary. Remove the bag from the plant and
place the rose gently into the hole. Add the rest of
the soil and firm down the soil around the bush. Water
well. A tip to help plants settle is to make sure that
they are watered about an hour before they are
planted out.

Mulching is an essential part of rose growing.
Mulching helps to keep the roots cool in the summer

months and warm in the winter months. It will also
help to control weeds. Instant mulch is available in
bags from Gardenshop. You can also use lawn
clippings, bark, leaves, pine needles etc. If you are
using material that is not yet decomposed, it is best
to add a little LAN to the soil, this compensates for
Nitrogen lost during decomposition.

Watering
Roses are waterholics and will suffer from withdrawal
symptoms if they are deprived of sufficient water.

A rule of thumb is to give a good, deep soaking at
least once a week in the summer months supplemented
by a light watering twice a week. The more you water
roses in the growing period, the longer the stems will
be. In winter, the ideal would be to give the roses a
good long soaking only once a week. This is just a
guideline, but will differ from garden to garden
depending on the soil type, climate and position of
the roses. Deep watering is preferable to shallow
watering as it encourages strong, deep roots.

Fertilising

Roses will benefit from extra nutrition by growing
taller and stronger and producing more blooms.
Start feeding in July or early August once you have

Pests and diseases




