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All plants need nutrition in the form of fertiliser. These
nutrients are essential for plant growth and flowering.
Many plants are able to draw enough nutrient from
the soil to survive, but often feeding can make the
difference between simply surviving and flourishing!
As rain and irrigation dissolves and flushes away
nutrient, periodic fertilising is needed.

Feeding should be carried out from spring into
summer. It is wasteful to feed anytime after late
summer as any new growth is destroyed in the winter.
In addition, as winter sets in, the plants become
dormant.

Always read the directions for use as these have been
carefully researched to provide the ideal dosage for
plants.

Each nutrient has a specific purpose for plants.

Nitrogen (N) is responsible for greening up plants.
It leaches quickly but is plentiful in fertilisers, rain
water (especially when there is lightning about) and
compost.
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Phosphorus (P) Phosphates are important for root
and stem development. It is a nutrient that is often
missing in our soils. It does not leach easily so it is
best incorporated when planting. It is mostly wasted
when applied on the soil surface.

Potassium (K) (sometimes referred to as potash) is
important in flower production.

There are several other nutrients that are needed in
smaller quantities. These are called micro-nutrients
and include iron, manganese, copper and aluminium.

Macro and Micro nutrient fertilisers

Today’s market has many fertilisers in number of
combinations for various applications. There are 2
distinct groups. Those that contain the macro nutrients
Nitrogen, Phosphate and Potassium and those that
contain both macro and micro nutrients.

The macro nutrient fertilisers always contain nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium but the ratio varies from
product to product. Examples of these fertilisers are
2:3:2 (i.e. 2 parts nitrogen to 3 parts phosphorus to
2 parts potassium) and 3:2:1 (3 parts Nitrogen to 2
parts phosphorus to 1 part potassium.) These fertilisers
are used only 2 or 3 times a season.

The group that contains both macro and micro
nutrients are like multivitamin supplements for plants,
containing everything from nitrogen to iron and

boron.

Organic vs Chemical fertilisers

What to feed and when




